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RIGHT TO VOTE — IMPORTANCE 
Statement 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan) [9.44 pm]: Tonight I rise to remind members of the motion I 
moved in government members’ time back in September. At that time I asked whether First World communities 
have forgotten the value of the right to vote. In that speech I outlined to members that since I have become a 
member of Parliament I have been a bit shocked and frightened to learn how much of our community has 
become disengaged from our political system and has forgotten how we have fought to live in a democratic 
society; people have forgotten the importance and value of our right to vote and live in this society.  

I also mentioned that I was part of the parliamentary research internship that is run by the Parliamentary 
Education Office. A student named Amy Pracilio picked the topic I put forward. Amy is studying law at Edith 
Cowan University. The topic that I put forward to the internship was “Compulsory voting—does it keep the 
community at large more connected? Have First World countries forgotten the value of the vote?” I was 
delighted that Amy picked my topic because I put something out there and I was not sure whether anyone else 
had the same passion or interest. I met Amy here in Parliament House to discuss the topic and she was asking 
where I wanted her to go with it and the direction in which I intended the research to be taken. However, as I 
spoke to Amy it was not my intention to direct her in any way whatsoever. I was more interested to see where 
her research would take her; the findings she might make and, more importantly, what her generation thought of 
the topic. I wanted to stir up a bit of discussion amongst her generation to ensure that the value of voting and 
living in a democracy was raised with our younger generation.  

After meeting with Amy I was very pleased to learn that once she started looking into this topic, she was just as 
passionate about it as me. I was very interested to see where she went with it. I have been talking to people about 
this topic for about 12 months now. Once people realise how disconnected our community is from our 
democratic system, we cannot help but stop to think about where we will be in 20, 50 or 100 years if we do not 
start engaging our community now and teaching the advantages of living in a democracy. Amy shares that view 
with me. As was discussed when I moved the motion in September, a lot of people in this house also have the 
same concerns. Will our state and our country in 100 years be governed by a government that only a very small 
percentage of our population has decided to put there? That is the main concern and something we need to 
address.  
I am pleased to report to the house that the reason for standing tonight is that Amy has now completed her 
research, which brings her to the end of her parliamentary internship. She has forwarded me the final copy of her 
report. I have read it a couple of times and I have to share with the house that I am extremely pleased with the 
way Amy has conducted herself in the way that she has completed her report. I was relieved to learn that Amy 
shared the same concerns and, by the sounds of it, the generation she represents also has the same concerns.  
In this report Amy has done some incredibly thorough research; I have to say it is second to none and very 
interesting to read. I seek leave to table a copy of her report so that members of this house can share the great 
work that she has done. Obviously, I cannot read out the whole report in the time given, but, as I said, I 
encourage members to take the time to read it.  
Leave granted. [See paper 5429.] 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN: I will read a couple of the paragraphs from the executive summary of Amy’s report 
to give members an idea of where the report has taken her. It states — 

The major findings of the report indicate that modern democracies are experiencing a devaluation of 
and disconnection from, conventional electoral activity. In the United States and United Kingdom low 
participation is concentrated among the young, the poor, the uneducated and the ethnic minorities. 
Arguably, compulsory voting ‘protects’ the representation of the wider Australian community, through 
political voice at the polls. Yet, despite this sanction, Australian citizens are not exempt from a wider 
phenomenon of apathy and disengagement. 

… For young Australians, there is vast evidence of a ‘civic-knowledge deficit,’ fostering a wider apathy 
and disconnection from the voting process. Indigenous Australians continually experience a much lower 
electoral participation rate than non-Indigenous citizens. For new immigrant citizens it is confusion of 
the electoral process, rather than a disengagement from ‘democratic values,’ … 
… This paper firmly endorses the implementation of automatic enrolment legislation in the Western 
Australian context, to enhance the integrity of the State electoral roll and connect citizens invisible from 
the process. Yet, it is stressed that placing citizens on the roll will not cure disengagement. Thus, this 
report largely promotes programs that connect young adults, Indigenous Australians and new citizens to 
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the ‘value’ of their vote and greater understanding of the electoral process. Greater implementation of 
initiatives that engage and educate all Australian citizens is pivotal … 

I have to say that was one of the main messages that I wanted to get out in September. As state leaders of our 
community, we need to start taking a proactive approach and ensure that our school students are educated on the 
history of this country’s fight for democracy, the fight for the female vote, the fight to live in the wonderful place 
that we have the privilege to do, and the fight to educate our children now on the value of the right to vote. If we 
do not do that, as I said, I am a bit scared to think where we will be in 50 to 100 years. 

I do not want to take much more of the house’s time, but in conclusion I congratulate Amy for her hard work and 
the passion that she put into this report. Members can see that she has taken a lot of her spare time to ensure that 
she researched this thoroughly and I congratulate her for that. I wish Amy every success in her future. I know 
from the example of the work that she put into this report that Amy will be able to achieve anything she puts her 
heart and her mind to. I also congratulate the Parliamentary Education Office and the Edith Cowan University 
communications and arts faculty for their role in developing and continuing this valuable program. In closing, I 
encourage all members, if they were not involved this year or in previous years, to please consider this program 
next year when it comes around.  
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